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Leadership Union Kicks off 2019 class with activities at Camp Jabez

By Mark Smith
North Georgia News
Staff Writer

Doug Smith and Cherie
Wasit, both leadership coaches
and trainers, headed up the
Leadership Union 2019 kick-
off event at Camp Jabez on
Jan. 15.

So, what is Leadership
Union? This 11-week course
develops leaders for Union
County to reach a higher
level of community life, said
Leadership Union Chairman
Daniel Liberatore.

Participants identify
and enhance their individual
leadership styles through
training sessions, discussion
panels, field trips and a
community service project.
They also explore various
aspects of the community
including government,
economic development,
nonprofits and more.

“We help identify leaders
within our community and
provide them with tools and
resources to strengthen their
leadership,” said Chamber
Tourism Director Dawn
Saraney.

Smith, who has facilitated
six Leadership Union classes,
concurred.

“It’s a great opportunity
for business leaders to come
together and to learn from each
other, learn about the area,
the community, the different
opportunities that we have here
within our area,” said Smith.
“And in doing that, it makes

all of our businesses better in
the sense that they are more
understood.

“There’s a clearer vision
for what’s happening in the area.
There’s a greater opportunity
for networking.”

With the help of Wasit
and Smith, the 2019 class has
identified three core values
for the program: leading self
through honesty, leading others
through diversity, and leading
in the community through
resources.

“The students that are
participating applied through
the Chamber of Commerce,”
said Saraney, adding that the
program used to take place
every other year but is now
offered annually.

Continued Saraney,
“After Leadership Union 2018,
a committee of alumni was
formed from the program,
and we worked together to
streamline it, to create a core
packed with heavy leadership
content, development content.

“So, as well as learning
about themselves and about
each other, they’re also going
to learn about our community.
They’re going to have a
question and answer panel
with (Commissioner) Lamar
Paris, (Sheriff) Mack Mason,
Mayor (Jim) Conley, and the
new Chief of Police, Michael
Baxter.

“They’ll also be doing
a tour of the county, going
to a lot of the manufacturing
facilities, the hospital, a tour

of the educational opportunities
here. Basically, it gives them a
behind-the-scenes snapshot of
economic development here —
where we’ve come from and
where we’re headed in the
future.

“The thing is, a lot of
these folks have been in this
area for a long time, but they’re
not aware of all of the many
aspects of the community.”

Saraney, who went
through the program last year,
said she didn’t realize how
much industry exists in Union
County.

“I had been out to the
industrial park, but I didn’t
really know what was housed
there, so it gave me a deeper
appreciation, being able to go in
these buildings and take a tour
of Advanced Digital Cable or
of Corrugated Replacements,”
she said.

Through the program,
Saraney was able to hear
directly from the leaders of
those organizations about
what they provide in terms of
economic growth for Union
County.

“We’re also going to
Blue Ridge Mountain EMC,
and we’re going to do a tour
there and learn a little bit more,
a broader scale of economic
development,” said Saraney.

Each new Leadership
Union class comes up with a
community service project.

For example, a past
Leadership Union project
culminated in the We Are Still

Folks with Leadershlp Unlon practicing some team-building exercises at Camp Jabez on J an.

15.

Here Tri-State Native American
Initiative that welcomed several
Native American nations and
culminated with the unveiling
of a beautiful bronze statue at
Meeks Park.

Leadership Union
applicants must apply through
the Blairsville-Union County
Chamber of Commerce. Many
applicants are sponsored by
their workplaces.

The Leadership Union
Mission/Purpose Statement is:

“In an effort to
enhance the quality of life in
our community, we seek to
develop leadership qualities

in individuals who have the
potential to effect great, positive
change in Union County through
their particular economic, civic
and social responsibilities and
interactions with current and
future contributing members
of our community.”

The 2019 Leadership
Union class consists of the
following individuals: Holly
Brothers of Chick-fil-A; Lesa
Byrd of Bank OZK; Derek
Carter of Nelson Tractor; Wes
Cook of Chick-fil-A; Jeff Davis
of State Farm; Josh Davis of
Union County Schools;

Crystal Dockery of
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Mortgage Financial Group;
Michael Gay of Union General
Hospital; Al Haywood of
Servpro; Rhonda Hood of
Keller Williams Realty - The
Mountain Life Team; Scotty
Jarrard of Harmony Grove
Baptist;

Shawn Kight of Sawmill
Place; Jaime Levins of Young
Harris College; Oleg Malyshev
of Edward Jones; Kitty Mauzy
of United Community Bank
Inc.; Jeremy Nelms of Blue
Ridge Mountain EMC; Margie
Porter of Amazing Grace
Catering; and Shawna Rich of
Nelson's Tractor.

Another Leadership Union team-building exercise on Jan. 15.
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Osborn.

He is wanted in
connection with a Feb. 21,
2017, home invasion that has
already seen one person put
behind bars, according to the
Sheriff’s Office.

That person is Deborah
Hill, 41, of China Grove, North
Carolina, who pleaded guilty in
November 2017 to charges of
false imprisonment, four counts
of cruelty to children in the
third degree, and four counts
of making a false statement,
according to court records.

As previously reported,
the home invasion occurred
following a visit from Hill with
her two juvenile children to the
home of her father on Feb. 21,

2017, said Osborn.

Two hours later, 911
Dispatch received a call from
the victim’s residence in Union
County, said Osborn.

When authorities arrived,
they found that the home’s
resident, an elderly man in a
state of dementia, had been
secured to a chair with duct
tape, hooded and taped around
the throat, and severely beaten,
said Osborn.

The home invasion was
an attempt to extort money
from the man, said Osborn.

In the course of
investigation, it was determined
that Hill had been in the area
about a month prior to the home
invasion and had managed to

secure thousands of dollars
from her father’s bank account,
said Osborn.

Hess and Hill were
arrested shortly after the crime
and indicted together in April
of 2017, though only Hill has
received a disposition in the
case.

As part of her plea deal,
Hill received a sentence of 20
years to serve five, which means
that she will serve five years in
prison and the remainder of
her sentence on probation,
according to court documents.

Anyone with information
as to the whereabouts of Alan
Shane Hess should call the
Sheriff’s Office at 706-439-
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Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes
563 Gainesville Hwy..1 mile south of town
Blairsville GA 30512
(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs
ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in'‘FORD Powerstrokes
& All F-Series Trucks

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

GHAWNS HOMEFURNISHINS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St.  Blairsville, GA

706-835:1209 f

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm ¢ Sat 9am-4pm * Closed Sun

Randolph Jones
Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator,
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic
Tank Repair & Install, Pressure
Washing, Staining, Painting.
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

706-897-4909

RECOV,
SO OVER),
~ N

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

70640002988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommercialgResigential

_ Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

w7 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

GEORGIA
W\ MOVING
Truck Unloading

(@ Juu
Cmall Trailer Loade

20 Years Experience

Stephen You Ng, Owner/Operator

706-970-7573
\ stephengyoung77@gmail.com /

Valentine Trail Ride
¥ February 16 & 17 ’

90 min guided horseback
trail ride for 2 ~ $110

Treat your special Valentine to a private
ride, professional photographer, s’'mores
and hot cocoa by camp fire. Add’l riders $55.

Advance reservations required

www. Trackrock.com

Michelin
BFG
! Uniroyal

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Oil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

ROCK BOTTOM

Complete Gravel Driveway
Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field
Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly,

Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading,
Large Empty Lot Mowing

“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”
rockbottomdriveway @yahoo.com

‘We have NON-OBAMACARE

Health Insurance Plans

Confused? Get the Answers
Contact Tom Taylor of the
Taylor ]nsura?)cegg)ép ~9Bllairi/i]]e, GA
770-298-916
Please take time to get the answers that your family needs about your
coverage. Join us over coffee to review all the options available to
you and ensure your doctors, hospitals and prescriptions are covered
by your plan. We will work 12 months a year and prove
“We Do What Others Promise.””
We have Medicare Supplements and Advantage plans
for those turning 65 in 2019!
Who is Tom Taylor?
Tom has been in the insurance business 36 years since his m ~al
retirement from the US Army as a LTC. He has num
as LUTCF, LILI AIA, Lifeleaders of GA & SC, Instru
His awards for the Armx include Silver Star, Bronze Stars,
Meritorious Service Medals, Army Coj mmendarmn Medals, Co m[ at
Infantry Badge, Airborne Wings, Air Crew Wings, Air Medal, Merito
Unit Award, Good Conduct Medal, Rerervew National Gu(lrd
Achievement Medal and National Defense Medal recipient.

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance

“We go the extra mile” g3

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

~|FOR'ALLYOUR CONCRETEINEEDS/~
Forming through|Einishing, HouseiSlabs,
~ Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top Quality/Work!
Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

Serving|NorthGeorgia'since1997(~/Insured. |

| Call 706-781-1806

Live Oak Professional Lawn

Winter Clean-up”
706-400-0033 or 828-557-0612

Tree Removal-Bushes and Limbs
. Gutters-Pressure Washing-Snow

Facébook.cbm/Liv-eOakYards

DOG GROOMING

Located at Pet City Inc. (Blairsville)

® Hair Trimming
® Nail Trimming J
e Full Service Wash

e Flea & Tick Dip
* More Services Available

(706)-487-0686

Ford  Hayesville, NC + 888.342.2282 « Chevrolet, GMC, Buick *Murphy, NC « 888.414.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram ¢ Hayesville, NC « 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC  828.369.5003

ALK JONES

AUTOMOTIVE

We Make Buying Easy!

JACKYJONES.NET




